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Boston,  April  17,  1854. 

Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity 
of  Churches  respectfully  request  from  you,  for  publication,  a  copy  of  the  eloquent  and  instruc¬ 
tive  discourse  delivered  by  you  at  the  church  in  Federal-street  yesterday  evening. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  your  friend  and  servant, 

> 

EDWARD  WIGGLES  WORTH, 
Secretary  of  the  Benevolent  Fraternity. 


DISCOURSE. 


2  Cor.  ix.  6:  “He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly, 

AND  HE  WHICH  SOWETH  BOUNTIFULLY  SHALL  REAP  ALSO  BOUNTIFULLY.” 

Luke  xxii.  32 :  “When  thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren.” 


The  Government  of  the  “  Benevolent  Fraternity  of 
Churches  ”  has  just  rendered  its  Twentieth  Annual  Report. 
These  twenty  years  of  steadfast  action  have  been  the 
patient  and  persuasive  expounder  to  our  community  of  its 
purpose,  its  method,  its  principles.  So  that,  in  appearing 
for  it  this  evening,  I  find  it  my  privilege,  not  to  plead 
for  a  strange  cause,  nor  to  remonstrate  for  a  languishing 
one.  I  have,  instead,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  established 
success  of  an  Institution  in  the  full  vigor  of  its  prime, 
only  inviting  you  now  to  expand,  to  the  measure  of  the 
growing  needs  of  our  population,  a  Christian  power  that 
has  already  justified  itself  by  its  works.  Our  first  feeling 
ought  to  be  gratitude  for  the  energetic  administration  and 
the  animating  prospects  of  this  Ministry. 

My  purpose  being  made  direct,  and  sufficiently  compre¬ 
hensive,  by  the  nature  and  spirit  of  the  movement  itself,  I 
shall  have  no  occasion  to  seek  any  other  topic  than  the  one 
set  naturally  before  us  in  the  very  title  it  has  taken,  —  The 
Ministry  at  Large  of  the  Fraternity  of  Churches.  Invert¬ 
ing,  for  convenience,  the  order  of  these  terms,  I  shall  use  a 
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fourfold  distribution,  asking  your  notice  to  these  four  chief 
aspects  of  your  enterprise,  presented  in  the  facts  that  it  is 
conducted  by  Churches ,  by  churches  in  a  Fraternity ,  that 
it  operates  at  Large ,  and  that  it  is  a  Ministry. 

I.  The  first  thought  that  is  opened  to  us  is,  that  it  is  a 
work  of  Churches.  And  the  principle  that  claims  special 
study,  in  connection  with  this  feature  of  the  mission,  is  found 
to  be  a  law  of  all  spiritual  life ;  so  that  we  may  enkindle 
our  charitable  zeal  for  this  immediate  object  at  the  central 
fire  of  a  universal  truth.  It  is  the  grand  principle,  hinted 
in  the  impressive  figure  of  the  text,  that,  in  order  to  keeping 
the  vitality  we  have  received,  or  gaining  more,  we  must 
impart.  Moral  possessions  grow  by  being  given  away. 
Spiritual  accumulation  proceeds  by  distributing,  —  the  beau¬ 
tiful  paradox  of  the  proverb,  “  There  is  that  scattereth,  and 
yet  increaseth;”  and,  conversely,  there  is  a  “withholding 
which  tendeth  to  poverty.”  “  He  that  soweth  sparingly 
shall  reap  also  sparingly.”  The  more  we  give  out,  the  more 
we  take  back.  Efforts  to  convert  mankind  enlarge  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  our  own  souls.  Every  generous  affection  che¬ 
rished  amplifies  the  heart’s  capacity  of  loving.  Beneficence 
re-acts  benignantly  upon  itself.  It  is  woven  into  the  very 
constitution  of  the  church,  by  some  secret  and  divine  ne¬ 
cessity,  that  it  must  be  a  missionary  creature,  or  else  its 
vital  circulations  stagnate,  and  it  is  death-struck  at  the 
core. 

You  see  the  law  even  in  the  individual.  That  personal 
manhood  or  womanhood  is  the  wealthiest,  which  spends 
most  for  some  un paying  interest  of  humanity.  Find  out 
that  pair  of  eyes  which  look  abroad  with  unobtrusive  mercy 
into  the  distresses  of  the  brotherhood ;  find  out  that  pair  of 
hands  which  are  ever  busiest  for  some  needy  or  troubled 
neighbor,  —  and  you  may  be  sure  they  belong  to  some 
adorned  and  affluent  nature,  whose  prosperity  is  quite  inde- 


5 


pendent  of  “  barbaric  pearls  and  gold.”  Piety  itself  often 
gets  diseased  for  want  of  this  freedom  in  communicating 
itself.  Many  believers,  sincere  enough  in  their  convictions, 
sincere  as  an  inactive  believer  can  be,  but  inclining  more  to 
reverie  than  to  service,  misled  by  the  feeling  that  Christian 
duty  terminates  in  self-improvement,  are  mischievously  dis¬ 
appointed,  and  degenerate  into  complaining,  self-absorbed, 
peevish  religionists,  —  a  most  unhandsome  spectacle.  None 
of  us  are  appointed  to  walk  to  heaven  alone ;  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  of  us  will  reach  the  gate  who  do  not  help 
some  other  soul  thither.  There  are  no  moral  Selkirks,  or 
Robinson  Crusoes.  After  repentant  prayers,  the  best  nur¬ 
ture  for  a  healthy  spirituality  is  a  devout  labor  to  spiritual¬ 
ize  some  child,  house-mate,  acquaintance,  Sunday-scholar 
at  the  chapel,  or  heathen.  If  selfishness  snatches  back  your 
hand,  when  it  is  challenged  to  put  forward  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  by  a  personal  task,  or  by  money  for  missions,  the 
spiritual  muscles  suffer  paralysis.  If  you  have  never,  in  all 
your  life,  helped  any  lame  spirit  to  go  forward  faithfully, 
“  walking,  and  leaping,  and  praising  God,”  through  any 
Gate  Beautiful,  you  are  already  palsied  yourself.  The 
Hebrew  beggars  discovered  a  shrewd  insight  into  this  reflex 
action  of  goodness,  when,  as  traditions  tell  us,  they  put  the 
petition  of  their  mendicancy  into  the  delicate  formula,  “  Do 
yourself  good  by  me.” 

The  law  holds,  witli  equal  stringency,  every  Christian 
company,  like  a  denomination.  No  such  association  has 
ever  accomplished  much,  for  man  or  for  Christ,  which  has 
shut  itself  up  into  its  own  privileges,  contented  itself  with 
occupying  pews  on  Sunday,  and  taking  an  epicurean  delight 
in  admiring  its  own  culture,  respectability,  opinions,  or 
preacher.  The  Almighty  has  not  put  us  in  trust  with  the 
Gospel  on  those  conditions.  He  visits  all  such  faithless 
sects  with  swift  decay,  and  breaks  up  their  guilty  compla¬ 
cency  by  a  manifest  failure.  No  sooner  is  a  new  denomi- 
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nation  marshalled,  than  it  must  go  about,  after  the  Master, 
seeking  the  lost,  propagating  not  dogmas,  but  faith  and 
righteousness.  Otherwise,  it  does  not  abide  in  the  living 
Vine,  and  must  be  cast  forth  in  shame  as  a  withered  branch. 
Money  given  comes  to  be  a  measure  of  faith.  Where  zeal 
is  warm,  the  subscriptions  go  up.  The  contribution-box 
rises  to  the  dignity  of  a  kind  of  spiritual  thermometer.  The 
yearly  appeal  of  this  ministry  to  these  u  churches  ”  for  funds 
is  really  an  offer  of  bounty  to  them.  It  is  according  to  a 
profound  law  of  church  life. 

This  principle  has  interesting  illustrations  in  the  large 
history  of  the  Christian  idea.  All  the  grand  religious  revo¬ 
lutions  that  have  disturbed  the  deadness  of  custom  and 
formality  in  Christendom,  sweeping  across  slumbering  com¬ 
munities  like  renewing  gales  of  the  comforting  Spirit,  have 
been  accompanied  by  intense  missionary  demonstrations, 
domestic  or  foreign,  by  vast  and  voluntary  sacrifices  in  mo¬ 
ney,  by  earnest  and  enthusiastic  aggressions  on  unbelief  and 
sensuality.  Whatever  form  the  prevailing  faith  has  taken, 
if  it  ivas  afaitli ,  activity,  from  the  centre  outwards,  has  been 
the  invariable  sign  and  uniform  condition  of  strength.  Its 
periods  of  self-denying  industry  have  been  its  periods  of 
glory.  In  the  apostolic  age,  the  most  wonderful  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  era,  almost  the  entire  work  of  the  church  was  of  this 
sort.  You  see  it  in  the  “  Acts  ”  and  the  Epistles.  People, 
as  well  as  priests,  were  called.  The  electric  fire  ran  sym¬ 
pathetically  from  heart  to  heart,  turning  the  whole  band  of 
believers  into  an  army,  where  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
had  something  to  do.  Lay  missionaries  went  out,  and 
missionary  women ;  Philip  and  Cornelius,  Rhoda  and  Dor¬ 
cas,  Jason  and  Clement,  as  well  as  Stephen  and  Paul. 
Those  early  converts  would  have  been  amazed  at  one  of 
our  rtiodern  congregations,  where  no  man  but  the  preacher 
can  be  looked  to,  to  assist  the  devotions  of  the  dying,  and 
no  woman  but  an  uncommon  deaconness  to  visit  the  parish 


poor.  The  genius  of  Christianity  then,  having  got  a  foot¬ 
hold  in  any  place,  could  hardly  afford  to  stop  to  watch  over 
it,  much  less  to  make  addresses  to  prove  how  much  it  had 
done ;  but  flew  on,  from  country  to  country,  from  shores  to 
islands,  from  Jerusalem  to  Spain,  eager  to  kindle  new  fires 
in  every  seat  of  darkness.  Those  ardent  men  not  only  gave 
“  liberally,”  as  we  say  when  We  canonize  a  saint  for  giving 
a  fraction  of  a  fortune ;  they  gave  every  thing,  houses,  pro¬ 
perty,  reputation,  comfort,  blood,  —  they  gave  themselves. 
Sowing  bountifully,  they  reaped  also  bountifully.  When 
they  were  converted,  they  strengthened  their  brethren. 

Later,  the  mediaeval  church,  in  the  midst  of  its  errors,  was 
firm  at  home  in  proportion  to  its  zeal  abroad.  Read  the 
history  of  Jesuit  missions  in  South  America,  in  Canada,  in 
India,  and  all  the  East.  When  Protestantism  came,  it  was 
as  a  missionary  cause  that  it  advanced  and  triumphed. 
Since  that  time,  there  has  always  been  a  most  significant 
coincidence  between  the  rousing  of  religion  into  practical 
power,  and  its  endeavors  to  extend  itself  to  the  destitute.  It 
is  unquestionable,  that,  when  the  spirit  of  missions  broke 
forth  in  Protestant  England,  the  religion  of  England  was 
saved  from  impending  extinction.  There  is  even  reason  to 
believe,  that,  had  a  single  heathen  never  been  converted, 
the  impulse  given  to  Christianity  at  home  would  have 
justified  the  entire  expenditure.  The  monotony  of  preach¬ 
ing  and  the  stupor  of  worship  were  at  once  enlivened  all 
over  the  realm.  The  whole  piety  of  the  country  became 
pure,  intelligent,  and  substantial.  Under  the  general  invi- 
goration,  a  cluster  of  kindred  philanthropies  sprang  into 
being.  When  we  hear  the  celebrated  Andrew  Fuller  telling 
of  that  period  in  his  ministry  when  he  had  sought  by  every 
means  to  remove  the  clouds  of  discouragement  and  doubt 
that  had  settled  down  on  his  parish,  but  sought  in  vain,  till 
suddenly  the  interest  in  behalf  of  the  new  movement  for  hea¬ 
thendom  seized  on  his  people,  —  and  then  how  the  women 
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began  to  collect  money,  and  the  men  to  take  counsel,  and  all 
to  work  and  pray,  so  that,  before  they  were  aware,  every  com¬ 
plaint  ceased,  “the  sad  became  cheerful,  and  the  desponding 
calm,”  simply  because  “  God  blessed  them  while  they  tried 
to  be  a  blessing ;  ”  when  we  learn  from  the  record  of  the  ear¬ 
liest  Baptist  missions,  how,  the  moment  the  cause  became 
popular,  indifference  gave  place  to  righteous  living,  back¬ 
sliders  were  restored,  fears  were  dispelled,  —  we  begin  to 
see  how  true  it  may  be  that  even  Burmah  and  Nestoria, 
Caffraria  and  Labrador,  by  merely  stretching  out  their  hands 
and  crying  for  help,  may  become  the  unconscious  apostles 
to  reconvert  a  declining  Christendom  to  Christ.  One 
Macedonia  quickens  a  continent.  Brethren,  have  we  no 
parallel,  no  pagan  districts,  no  chance  for  the  same  re-acting 
blessing  on  our  “  churches,”  from  our  Ministry  at  Large  ? 
That  word  “  Pagan  ”  has  reversed  its  original  Latin  mean¬ 
ing.  First  it  signified  the  rude  dwellers  in  villages.  But, 
in  the  artificial  processes  of  centralization,  it  finds  a  fitter 
application  to  the  lawless  hordes  that  wallow  and  grovel  in 
the  dens  of  great  Christian  cities,  outlaws  in  consciousness, 
and  hating  the  fine  feast  they  cannot  taste. 

Nor  are  we  left  without  tokens  in  what  this  reflex  advan¬ 
tage  consists.  Working  and  giving  dissipate  the  phantasms 
of  an  aimless  speculation,  delivering  our  creed  from  confu¬ 
sion,  and  the  mind  from  the  tyranny  of  doubt.  They  clarify 
the  vision  of  truth.  They  concentrate  and  brace  right  reso¬ 
lutions.  They  test  sincerity,  by  submitting  it  to  a  practical 
decision  whether  we  will  relinquish  ease  and  money  for  the 
faith  we  profess  to  prize,  or  whether  our  Christianity  is  only 
ceremony,  pretension,  and  speech.  They  shame  us  for  the 
inconsistency  of  not  exhibiting  in  ourselves  the  righteous¬ 
ness  we  preach.  Above  all,  they  inspire  the  honest  breast 
with  a  warmer  love  for  Him  who  hath  supremely  loved  us, 
since  nothing  deepens  the  attachment  of  any  friendship  like 
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If  there  are  any  who  answer  that  they  are  ready  to  con¬ 
tribute  for  the  physical  relief  of  our  neglected  classes,  but 
nothing  for  their  rescue  from  moral  degradation,  from  spiri¬ 
tual  blindness,  from  sin  and  shame  and  alienation  from 
God;  nothing  to  purify  the  sensual,  and  redeem  the  reck¬ 
less,  and  awaken  the  “  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins ;  ” 
nothing  to  give  them  the  blessedness  of  that  love  of  Christ 
which  passeth  knowledge ;  nothing  to  open  the  glories 
of  another  life,  and  to  comfort  mourners  with  immortal 
hopes,  —  then  let  them  ponder  this  law  of  reflex  com¬ 
pensation,  and  the  solemn  warning  of  that  admonitory 
sentence :  “  He  that  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also 
sparingly.”  Are  they  willing  to  reap  that  gift  of  eternal 
life,  that  rescue  from  barbarism,  that  hope  of  heaven,  spar¬ 
ingly  ?  The  liberty  that  is  our  Christian  heritage,  the  New 
England  we  venerate,  the  social  order  that  is  our  shelter, 
the  education  that  enlightens  us,  the  “  churches  ”  where  we 
worship,  the  homes  that  we  love,  —  for  these  also  are  the 
gifts  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord,  hardly  less  than  its  faith  and 
prayers,  —  are  you  willing  to  take  these  in  sparing  portions  ? 
Are  you  ready  to  have  your  share  in  them  measured  by 
your  charity  for  them  ?  Will  you  confess  that  you  prize 
before  them  the  body’s  meat?  Will  you  put  the  gross 
satisfactions  of  the  flesh  before  the  soul’s  redemption  and 
the  kingdom  of  your  God? 

Philanthropies  like  this  ministry  before  us,  then,  are  what 
are  to  raise  our  “  churches  ”  out  of  the  reproach  of  barren¬ 
ness,  and  save  them  from  a  curse.  Acting  thus,  they  are 
acting  in  the  line  of  the  divine  order,  and  we  may  dismiss 
our  fears  of  ruin.  When  one  hears  impassioned  orators 
declaiming  against  the  corruptions  of  a  church  of  Rome, 
he  is  prompted  to  answer,  Cease  this  deluge  of  vitupera¬ 
tion.  Under  God,  that  church  will  command  the  world’s 
homage  which  most  blesses  the  world.  The  question  man¬ 
kind  will  finally  put  to  any  church,  to  prove  its  pretensions, 
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is  this  :  Do  you  love  and  serve  God’s  children  ;  do  you  touch 
sinning  and  suffering  humanity  with  the  mercy  in  Christ ; 
do  you  seek  and  save  the  lost ;  do  you  pour  steady  streams 
of  light  on  ignorance  ;  do  you  lift  off  heavy  burdens  of 
oppression ;  do  you  multiply  beautiful  and  blameless  lives  ? 
If  you  do,  —  then  “  arise,  shine ;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee !  ”  Overspread 
and  occupy  the  continents !  “  Thy  sun  shall  no  more  go 

down ;  and  the  days  of  thy  mourning  shall  be  ended.” 

Converts  from  Popery  may  warn  us,  in  shrieks  of  invec¬ 
tive,  against  “  Papal  aggressions  in  America.”  But,  if  you 
would  keep  out  the  church  of  Pome,  build  up  a  church  of 
Christ.  No  college  of  cardinals  can  exterminate  men’s 
loyalty  to  genuine  Christianity.  The  best  tactics  to  con¬ 
front  an  Italian  nuncio  will  be  the  beauty  of  holiness.  Fill 
any  diocese  with  renewed  families,  and  it  cannot  be  long 
outwitted  by  a  bad  bishop.  The  soil  is  ours.  Nothing 
but  our  own  unfaithfulness  can  alienate  it  to  any  “  man  of 
sin,”  —  to  Babylon  or  to  Mammon.  If  you  dread  an  impor¬ 
tation  of  foreign  priestcraft,  let  every  layman’s  unpretending 
zeal  empty  the  priest’s  title  of  its  dangerous  prerogative. 
When  the  body  becomes  alive  with  equal  heat,  no  sacer¬ 
dotal  rank  can  tyrannize  over  the  members.  We  have 
more  to  fear  from  self-indulgence  than  from  hierarchies. 
Unprincipled  traffic,  inordinate  ambition,  social  bigotry  and 
pride,  extravagances  of  luxury,  the  slavery  of  fashion,  fraud¬ 
ulent  politics,  —  the  old,  familiar  demons  that  haunt  and 
tempt  our  individual  virtue,  —  these  seem  to  me  more 
alarming  enemies  than  the  decorated  phantom  of  an  anti¬ 
quated  ecclesiastical  superstition,  or  the  tinsel  trappings  of 
a  ritual  without  a  pulse.  Boston  will  hever  be  Romanized, 
either  by  sophistry  or  by  the  Liverpool  packets,  if  our 
Ministry  at  Large  will  first  christianize  it.  The  Pope  will 
never  rear  his  throne  on  the  Mississippi,  if  we  enthrone 
Christ  in  the  nation’s  heart.  But,  if  we  will  not  guard  the 
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city  and  the  land  for  a  living  faith,  then  let  us  bid  Jesuit¬ 
ism  welcome  to  try ! 

Here,  then,  in  this  very  cause  before  us,  is  the  exact,  the 

A 

appropriate,  the  saving  work,  to  which  our  “  churches,”  as 
churches,  are  called.  Look  into  its  daily  processes,  and 
you  will  see  how  it  keeps,  or  may  keep,  our  Christian  life 
from  stagnation,  making  the  water  we  have  received  a  well 
of  water,  leaping  up  and  springing  forth  for  evermore  afresh. 
You  will  see  how,  by  evening  schools,  and  industrial  rooms, 
and  Sunday-schools,  it  offers  to  organize  and  drill  the  bene¬ 
volent  instincts  among  us  ;  how  it  draws  into  the  chapels, 
on  these  errands  of  love  which  return  more  than  they  require, 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  refinement  and  wealth ;  how  it 
trains  their  noblest  aspirations,  and  consolidates  their  purest 
enthusiasms ;  how  thus,  through  a  thousand  channels,  it 
exercises  an  apostleship  in  both  directions,  and,  while  it 
gathers  destitution  in,  inspires  respectability  with  zeal,  and 
every  way  gives  the  churches  largeness  and  power. 

II.  The  second  feature  of  our  Association,  to  which  its 
title  challenges  attention,  is  that  the  churches  which  form  it 
are  a  “  Fraternity.”  It  is  a  Christian  word,  redolent  of  the 
primitive,  evangelic  concord.  By  virtue  of  what  it  signifies, 
our  movement  takes  up,  among  the  forces  which  impel  it, 
the  power  that  comes  of  union.  The  original,  characteris¬ 
tic,  and  irresistible  energy  of  the  New  Testament  fellow¬ 
ship  goes  into  it.  It  implies  that  mutual  affection  which 
leagued  the  brave  apostles  together,  and  made  them 
unconquerable  in  their  aggressions  upon  Antichrist.  If 
they  had  “  all  things  common,”  may  not  we  have  one  thing 
common,  —  the  holy  determination  to  purge  this  city  of  its 
vices,  and  consecrate  it  thoroughly  to  God  ? 

How  little  likely  we  are  to  cultivate  this  spirit  of  unity 
to  excess,  how  little  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  too  close  an 
alliance,  how  thoroughly  liberated  from  either  theological 
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or  ecclesiastical  clannishness,  you  will  not  need  to  be  re¬ 
minded.  The  old  tendency  to  merge  the  individual  in  the 
mass  is  just  among  us  pretty  thoroughly  broken  up.  "What 
we  are  coming  to  want  in  our  religious  life  at  present  is 
more  of  that  mutual  affection  which  bands  believers  to¬ 
gether,  and  presents  to  the  world,  for  a  church,  not  an 
aggregate  of  atoms,  so  much  as  an  organic,  combined,  com¬ 
pacted  body ;  another  Theban  legion  fronting  the  divided 
ranks  of  Satan,  fulfilling  the  Lord’s  prayer,  “  that  they  may 
be  one.”  Plainly,  the  time  has  not  yet  quite  arrived,  when 
we  can  realize  this  visible  unity  in  the  deep  things  of  faith. 
For  that,  let  us  wait  a  little  in  charity  and  hope.  But  all 
the  more  must  we  rejoice,  whenever,  for  some  humane 
endeavor  like  this,  we  can  forget  the  specialities  by  which 
we  are  differenced,  and  grow  conscious  of  the  identity  in 
which  we  are  one.  Other  things  we  must  differ  about, 
possibly :  here  is  something  in  which  we  can  certainly  join. 
If  we  cannot  have  one  church ,  we  will  at  least  have  a 
“  Fraternity  of  Churches.”  If  we  cannot  attain  to  a  singu¬ 
lar,  we  will  unify  our  plural.  And,  to  this  end,  I  would 
have  the  whole  policy  of  the  movement  more  and  more  so 
contrived  as  to  bring  the  largest  number  of  persons  in  our 
several  societies  into  a  conscious  connection  with  the  col¬ 
lective  action.  I  would  have  the  subscription-list  or  contri¬ 
bution-box  which  collects  our  yearly  funds  circulate  through 
the  families,  reaching.each  woman  and  each  child.  Should 
we  not  do  well  thus  to  create  in  the  youngest  of  the  flocks 
a  feeling  of  personal  relationship,  both  to  the  whole  organi¬ 
zation,  and  to  the  grand  enterprise  it  commands  ?  Thank 
God,  so  far,  the  unbeliever’s  wonder,  u  See  how  these  Chris¬ 
tians  love  one  another!”  may  still  be  justified;  and  the 
divine  law,  so  often  illustrated  in  history,  have  another 
example  yet,  that  the  distinctions  of  theology  shall  find  a 
solvent  in  the  practical  activities  of  charity.  At  the  vivifi- 
tion  of  the  English  churches  by  missions,  which  I  have 


already  referred  to,  no  result  was  more  striking  than  the 
sudden  tightening  of  the  slackened  bonds  of  fellowship. 
Mutual  suspicions  were  scattered,  jealousies  were  melted 
down,  and  alienations  were  healed.  Such  a  caster-out 
of  demons  is  the  work  of  love. 

III.  The  third  point  is,  that  the  service  which  these 
Churches,  in  Fraternity,  propose  to  render  is  a  service  at 
Large.  You  know  something  of  the  sad  conditions  still 
clinging  to  our  city  life,  which  gives  that  phrase  its  import 
and  its  pathetic  appeal.  You  see  the  wanderers  on  the 
pavements,  with  listless  faces,  that  cross  the  cheerful  sab- 
bath-light  with  shadows.  You  meet  the  vagrant  children. 
You  pass  the  strolling,  lounging  men,  unharnessed  from 
their  weekly  toil,  that  saunter  and  dose  away  the  sacred 
hours,  unvisited  by  any  refreshing  thoughts  of  their  hard 
life,  or  one  bright  interpretation  of  it  from  the  Prophet  of 
Nazareth.  You  know  how  the  young  are  betrayed ;  how 
wives  and  mothers,  not  unmindful  of  the  deep  mystery, 
because  they  read  it  in  their  children’s  eyes,  and  hear  it 
whispered  from  within,  yearn  for  the  consolations  of  God’s 
house,  yet  have  not  quite  gathered  courage  to  penetrate 
the  array  of  unknown  forms  that  flow  in  and  out  at  the 
sanctuary  door.  They  do  not  know  where  to  go,  and  so 
go  nowhere.  Think  of  there  being  eleven  hundred  juvenile 
offenders  arrested  for  crime  in  our  city  in  a  single  year! 
Read  the  reports  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  sounding  so  much 
like  the  gloomy  bulletins  of  some  desperate  disease.  En¬ 
lightened  sanitary  regulations  forbid  burials  of  dead  bodies 
within  municipal  limits :  why  should  the  putrid  breath  of 
sweltering  depravity  have  vents  at  every  corner?  Consider 
how  much  less  than  one  half  of  our  inhabitants  ever  resort 
to  a  church.  There  are  two  streets  in  Boston,  not  far  from 
the  centre  of  population,  and  not  below  the  municipal 
average  of  morality,  whose  occupants  number  about  five 
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hundred  souls  of  Protestant  education.  From  investiga¬ 
tions  which  I  have  just  caused  to  be  made,  it  appears  that 
of  these  only  about  sixty-four,  or  one  in  eight,  can  be  said 
to  attend  any  public  worship  whatever.  Friends,  society  is 
under  laws.  Do  not  think  we  can  dodge  the  divine  retribu¬ 
tions.  Comfortably  as  we  contemplate  them,  from  all  these 
irreligious  districts  there  goes  up  for  ever  into  the  air  a  still 
exhalation  ;  its  noxious  elements  shall  become  appalling 
forces  in  the  laboratories  of  judgment,  and  come  down  one 
day  in  the  thunderbolts  of  revolution. 

As  this  ministry  gains  self-possession,  confidence,  and 
freedom  of  movement,  and  as  accessions  are  made  through 
your  generosity  to  the  number  of  its  missionaries,  it 
will  find  more  and  more  to  do  in  a  direction  where  it  has 
already  made  some  wise  and  effectual  beginnings,  —  I 
mean  among  tempted  and  exposed  females,  and  even  among 
those  already,  though  not  hopelessly,  fallen. 

Consider,  a  moment,  the  latter  class ;  consider  what  is 
yet  to  be  accomplished  in  their  behalf,  before  we  can  pre¬ 
tend  that  we  have  so  much  as  whispered  the  Gospel  mes¬ 
sage  into  the  hearing  of  modern  society.  It  is  very  remark¬ 
able,  how  often,  in  the  brief  narratives  of  the  evangelists, 
we  are  brought  into  the  presence  of  this  special  form  of 
moral  degradation ;  how  many  of  the  few  personal  inter¬ 
views  and  recorded  conversations  of  the  Son  of  God  on 
earth  disclose  to  us  his  heavenly  thoughtfulness  for  offend¬ 
ers  of  that  mournful  class ;  and  how  overflowing  with  both 
the  wisdom  and  the  pity  of  God  are  all  the  significant  New 
Testament  passages  that  touch  that  terrible  sin.  When 
shall  apostles  arise,  deeply  enough  baptized  into  the  purity 
and  tenderness  of  the  Master,  to  renew  his  healing  office  ? 
Not  till  then  can  we  claim  that  we  have  a  church  of  Christ 
completely  inaugurated  for  its  redeeming  work! 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  complicated  web  of  difficulties 
which  invests  this  problem,  in  every  one  of  its  bearings.  I 
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remember  the  failures  of  sanguine  and  sincere  reformers. 
I  even  suspect  that,  for  a  long  way  into  the  solution,  whe¬ 
ther  by  the  way  of  practical  experiment  or  well-meant 
theorizing,  these  difficulties  will  be  found  to  multiply  rather 
than  vanish.  I  am  very  confident  that  no  person,  however 
disinterested,  is  fit  to  deal  with  the  subject  at  all,  who  has 
not  the  largest  sense  of  the  perplexities  to  be  met.  But, 
after  all  allowances  made  for  the  obstacles  and  the  dis¬ 
couragements,  for  errors  of  judgment  and  the  likelihood 
of  temporary  defeat,  I  acknowledge  a  faith  livelier  yet  in 
the  ultimate  possibility  of  a  noble  success.  That  faith  is 
inseparable  from  my  faith  in  the  moral  omnipotence  of  the 
Gospel.  I  cannot  let  it  go  while  I  hold  fast  my  confidence 
in  Christ,  and  in  the  fulness  of  his  regenerating  power. 
They  have  the  same  sanction.  I  believe  in  the  rescue  of 
the  worst,  because  I  believe  in  the  strength  of  the  Best. 
There  are  resources  of  celestial  insight  and  divine  compas¬ 
sion  hidden  yet  in  the  immortal  treasuries  of  our  religion, 
which  future  disciples  shall  be  spiritually  gifted  enough  to 
command.  Our  minds  have  been  too  entangled  in  theolo¬ 
gical  disputations  and  in  plans  of  worldly  self-aggrandise¬ 
ment,  our  hands  too  busy  with  ecclesiastical  strife  and 
selfish  ambition,  to  find  out  hitherto  the  last  victories  of  love. 
The  laws  of  the  Spirit  cannot  be  contravened.  When  we 
have  long  enough  lived  the  life  of  Christ-like  charity,  we 
shall  find  out  the  yet  undiscovered  heights  that  Christ-like 
charity  can  achieve.  Sublimer  spiritual  wonders,  more 
glorious  ameliorations,  harvests  of  souls  out  of  the  world’s 

lowest  debasements,  wait  only  to  crown  a  more  single- 
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hearted  consecration  in  the  church.  There  are  avenues  to 
these  polluted  hearts,  which  He  who  mercifully  leads  those 
that  he  will  have  “  by  ways  that  they  know  not,”  shall  throw 
open  to  us,  as  soon  as  we  deserve  the  honor  of  entering  on 
those  holier  tasks.  There  are  voices  of  entreaty  possible, 
there  are  tones  of  gentleness  conceivable,  caught  from  the 
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accents  of  him  who  came  not  to  call  the  righteous  but  sin¬ 
ners  to  repentance  ;  there  are  sympathies  conceivable,  drawn 
from  nearer  communion  with  the  immaculate  One  who 
said,  “  They  that  are  whole  have  no  need  of  a  Physician,” 
and  who  offered  his  kingdom  to  publicans  and  harlots 
before  pharisees  and  scribes.  Yes ;  and,  as  prophetic 
pledges  of  practical  results,  there  are  signs  of  juster  arrange¬ 
ments  in  social  life,  more  remunerating  employments  for 
young  women,  more  vigilance  in  the  Christian  brotherhood 
and  sisterhood ;  there  are  quiet  rural  homes  scattered  over 
New  England,  more  and  more,  ready  to  take  the  penitent 
to  their  genial  protection,  sheltered  from  the  monster  pas¬ 
sions  that  roar  and  rage  for  their  victims  through  the 
glare  of  the  city ;  homes  that  can  feel,  through  many  bleed¬ 
ing  affections,  what  the  destroyer’s  mischief  is ;  homes 
abounding  in  those  calm  and  blessed  ministries  that  most 
comfort  and  cleanse  the  weary  and  sin-sick  heart.  Let  us 
not  despair.  Christ  did  come  to  save  unto  the  uttermost ,  to 
lead  the  abandoned  back.  Abandoned?  Who  gave  us 
liberty  to  speak  that  word,  or  to  illustrate  its  heathenish 
meaning?  Not  he  who  sat  at  meat  with  the  sinners,  and 
let  them  wash  his  feet,  and  gave  his  benediction  to  their 
tears.  Not  he  who  said,  from  the  cross,  to  the  malefactor 
at  his  side,  “  This  day  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  Paradise !  ” 
Abandoned  ?  Are  the  last  sweet  drops  of  mercy  exhausted, 
then?  Does  God  abandon?  Is  that  verb  in  the  Gospel 
vocabulary?  Was  it  ever  accepted  of  him  who  left  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father,  and  the  heaven  where  there  is 
joy  over  every  sinner  that  repenteth,  to  bring  the  vilest 
into  glory  ?  And  now  the  gracious  agents  of  this  needed 
service,  providentially  called  and  appointed  to  it  in  our  own 
city,  cautious,  wise,  reverential,  affectionate,  are  the  female 
missionaries  of  your  Fraternity.  Shall  we  have  so  feeble  a 
share  in  one  of  the  greatest  Christian  hopes  of  our  day,  as 
to  be  grudging  in  their  maintenance  ? 
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Then  there  is,  close  by,  in  a  most  alarming  proximity, 
the  larger  class  exposed  to  the  constant  danger  of  betrayal. 
In  the  name  of  dear  humanity,  and  of  him  who  wore  it  for 
our  sakes,  is  there  no  help  for  these  ?  They  are  scattered 
in  multitudes  through  our  streets,  in  unguarded  boarding¬ 
houses,  in  milliners’  shops,  in  all  manner  of  factories,  in 
places  of  service  which  they  entered  unsuspectingly,  where 
the  nets  of  temptation  are  woven  more  intricately  round 
them  every  day.  As  their  ranks  are  thinned  by  villainy, 
they  are  re-supplied  from  the  confiding  and  untried  children 
of  the  country,  seeking  here  an  honorable  toil,  daughters 
and  sisters  from  households  visited  by  no  dreams  through 
what  paths  of  fire  those  innocent  feet  must  walk  ! 

When,  some  three  years  ago,  facts  like  these,  touching 
the  corresponding  class  of  young  men  in  Boston,  were  pro¬ 
claimed,  instantly  two  vigorous  and  extensive  associations 
were  organized,  under  our  Christian  auspices,  to  confront  the 

peril ;  and  they  are  prosperously  fulfilling  their  purpose.  By 

•» 

what  strange  oversight  does  it  happen,  that  no  such  mea¬ 
sure  of  safety  has  been  taken  for  the  young  of  that  sex 
which  is  by  far  the  most  susceptible  to  the  sympathetic 
influences  of  good,  and  yet,  taking  the  judgments  of  the 
world  as  they  are,  by  far  the  most  endangered  from  evil  ? 
On  what  rule  of  kindness  or  wisdom  or  justice  do  we  sur¬ 
round  our  young  brothers  with  the  restraints  of  virtue,  and 
leave  our  sisters  to  the  cruelty  of  all  the  arts  that  infernal 
ingenuity  can  devise,  and  profligate  solicitations  urge  ? 

The  Ministry  at  Large  is  competent  to  remedy  this  great 
defect.  Voluntary  organizations  among  young  women  are 
hardly  practicable.  Here  is  an  organization  ready  to  your 
hands :  it  has  already  entered  on  that  field  of  philanthropy. 
It  needs  nothing  but  extension.  The  women  who  share  in 
its  ministry  will  seek  out  the  homesick  strangers.  Think 
what  they  have  to  do.  They  will  have  first  to  investigate 
their  manners,  habits,  and  places  of  residence.  They  will 
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have  to  gain  their  confidence ;  and  for  this,  thank  Heaven, 
nothing  else  is  needed  but  unaffected  kindness.  Then  they 
have  to  secure  for  them  acceptable  places  of  Sabbath  wor¬ 
ship  ;  and  such  are  the  rigid  conditions  of  many  of  our 
parish  economics,  that  we  must  confess,  with  some  mortifi¬ 
cation,  that,  to  make  this  practicable,  the  parish  committees 
will  have  to  be  converted  first.  One  of  these  missionaries 
assures  me,  from  her  own  observation,  that,  of  even  the 
virtuous  single  women  in  Boston,  without  parental  over¬ 
sight,  two-thirds  never  enter  church-doors !  And  then  they 
will  have  gradually  and  skilfully  to  attract  these  ignorant 
and  often  volatile  .persons  into  circles  of  a  higher  and 
more  rational  enjoyment  than  making  and  wearing  meretri¬ 
cious  finery,  reading  poisonous  fictions,  and  dancing  at  pro¬ 
miscuous  assemblies.  Do  not  expect  published  reports  of 
what  they  do,  before  you  give  them  your  support.  The  very 
nature  of  their  work  consists  in  its  privacy  and  its  delicacy. 
But  you  may  safely  trust  them.  They  will  be  as  prompt 
and  watchful  with  their  welcome,  as  sedulous  in  their  atten¬ 
tions,  and  as  sincere  in  their  promises,  I  think,  at  all  our 
railroad-stations  and  lodging-houses,  as  the  emissaries  of  / 
debauchery  are.  They  will  go  into  the  lonely  and  cheerless 
boarding-houses,  too  often  the  very  preparation  most  adapted 
.  to  resign  tempted  girls  into  the  companionships  which  offer 
friendship,  and  give  only  misery,  shame,  and  death.  They 
will  gather  all  they  can  reach,  with  whom  poverty  or  mis¬ 
fortune  or  ignorance  or  unskilful  training  has  weakened  the 
barriers  against  vice,  into  their  Bible-classes  and  Sunday- 
schools.  They  will  candidly  advise,  encourage,  aid,,  warn 
them.  They  will  introduce  them  into  blameless  acquaint¬ 
anceships.  They  will  make  them  feel  they  are  not  alone 
in  a  bitter  wilderness,  where  the  best  friends  are  heartless 
sensualists,  but  that  they  are  enfolded  in  the  benignant 
affections  of  faithful  souls. 

What  an  impressive  confirmation  to  these  doctrines  is 
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given  us  in  that  final  charge  in  the  Crown  Court,  from  the 
humane-hearted  and  lofty-minded  Justice  of  the  English 
Bench,  whose  sudden  departure,  in  the  midst  of  his  noble 
and  eloquent  utterance,  the  public  journals  have  just  re¬ 
corded! —  a  charge  as  Christian  as  ever  honored  the  admi¬ 
nistration  of  judicial  power,  or  preached  the  Gospel  to  a 
Jury  and  a  Bar.  Some  of  the  last  sentences  from  the  lips 
that  death  so  suddenly  sealed  at  the  Stafford  assizes  a 
month  ago,  —  sentences  well  justified,  if  we  may  credit  all 
concurring  testimonies  that  they  were  only  the  consistent 
voice  of  the  speaker’s  whole  manhood,  and  the  hearty 
eulogy  of  his  associate,  that  the  one  ruling  purpose  of  his 
life  was  doing  good  to  his  fellow-creatures,  —  concerned 
the  crimes  of  intoxication  and  licentiousness.  Judge  Tal- 
fourd  said :  — 

“  I  am  afraid  we  all  of  us  keep  too  much  aloof  from  those 
beneath  us,  whom  we  thus  encourage  to  look  upon  us  with 
suspicion  and  dislike.  How  painful  is  the  thought,  that 
there  are  men  and  women  growing  up  around  us,  and  even 
inmates  of  our  dwellings,  with  whose  affections  and  nature 
we  are  as  much  unacquainted  as  if  they  were  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  some  other  sphere !  This  feeling,  I  think,  greatly 
tends  to  prevent  that  mingling  of  class  with  class,  that  reci¬ 
procation  of  kind  words  and  gentle  affections,  gracious 
admonitions  and  inquiries,  which  often,  more  than  any 
book-education,  promotes  the  culture  of  the  heart,  refine¬ 
ment,  and  elevation  of  the  character  of  those  to  whom 
they  are  addressed.  And,  if  I  were  to  be  asked  what  is 
the  great  want  of  English  society,  I  would  say,  in  one 
word,  the  want  of  sympathy.” 

One  thing  is  certain  :  no  young  woman,  who  has  friends 
that  care  for  her,  ought  ever  to  come  alone  to  take  up  her 
residence  here,  without  a  friendly  introduction  to  some  of 
these  Christian  hands.  To  secure  that  object,  why  should 
not  this  Fraternity  issue  a  letter  to  every  minister  in  the 
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country  towns,  pointing  out  the  methods  of  safety,  and 
entreating  that  every  such  female  may  be  consigned  to  a 
responsible  interest  ?  A  few  days  ago,  and  at  the  expense 
of  a  few  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  a  great 
national  iniquity,  circulars  from  Boston  were  sprinkled 
through  all  the  parsonages  of  New  England.  Such  an 
effort  for  personal  virtue  would  not  be  too  much  for  our 
Christian  pretensions,  nor  unbecoming  the  fellow-disciples 
of  Christ’s  body. 

This,  then,  is  a  Ministry,  in  the  literal  sense,  at  Large. 
It  proposes  to  benefit  people  that  are  at  large ;  people  of 
transient  habitations,  unsettled  fortunes,  loose  social  rela¬ 
tionships;  all,  of  every  age  and  condition,  who  have  not 
become  domesticated  in  the  regular  parishes ;  all  that  are 
not  so  planted  securely  down,  either  by  the  conservative 
bands  of  property  or  by  fixed  habits,  as  to  exempt  them 
from  volunteering  sympathy ;  all  vagrant  children,  or  chil¬ 
dren  of  unsteady,  unbelieving,  or  disheartened  parents ;  all 
aged  persons,  detached  from  the  familiar  fastenings,  and 
needing  all  the  more  the  consolations  of  the  Beatitudes ;  all 
young  families,  of  mechanics,  tradesmen,  clerks,  and  other 
laborers,  who  would  feel  themselves  less  restrained  in  the 
free  and  simple  fellowships  and  direct  appeals  of  a  chapel, 
than  amidst  the  statelier  usages  of  our  ordinary  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  administration.  On  these  numerous  and  ever  replen¬ 
ished  classes,  always  to  be  found,  almost  sure  to  be  driven 
over  into  infidelity  or  sluggish  indifference  unless  they  are 
sought  out, — -on  these  it  is  the  office  of  this  your  ministry, — 
Tuckerman’s  legacy,  and  a  branch  of  Christ’s  living  Vine, — 
to  press  its  steady  and  unpretending  beneficence ;  preaching 
the  truth,  holding  Up  the  cross,  carrying  books  and  tracts 
in  one  hand,  and  food  and  clothing  for  the  desperately 
destitute  in  the  other,  praying  without  ceasing,  and  work¬ 
ing  as  it  prays,  opening  the  life  eternal  while  it  drops 
bounty  on  the  life  that  is.  It  is  a  Ministry  at  Large ;  it  is 
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large  in  its  import,  large  in  its  love,  large  in  the  surface  over 
which  it  spreads  its  activity,  large  in  the  infinite  ends  con¬ 
templated  by  its  catholic  and  righteous  spirit. 

IV.  These  thoughts  naturally  hand  us  over  to  the  last 

chief  topic  set  before  us,  in  our  distribution  of  the  \vhole 

* 

theme.  What  these  u  churches,”  in  a  “  Benevolent  Fra¬ 
ternity,”  are  thus  conducting  “  at  Large”  is  a  “  Ministry.” 
That  name,  in  this  connection,  preserves  its  evangelic  fra¬ 
grance.  The  work  you  have  undertaken  to  carry  on  is  but 
one  putting  forth  of  the  comprehensive  energy  of  the  Gospel ; 
its  influence,  one  radiation,  into  the  darkness  of  a  city  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  from  that  central  and  everlasting  Light, 
striving  to  light  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world ;  its 
growth,  one  beautiful  and  fruitful  branch  on  that  tree  of 
life,  whose  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  disordered  nations. 
Do  not  let  us  misapprehend  its  nature,  its  supreme  design. 
For,  the  more  simply  and  precisely  we  understand  it  as  it 
is,  the  more  liberal  must  we  be  in  our  contributions  to  its 
enlargement.  It  is  a  Christian  ministry.  It  is  nothing  nar¬ 
rower,  nothing  lower,  nothing  collateral,  nothing  less  pure, 
lofty,  authentic,  unquestionable,  divine,  than  that.  It  is  not 
any  one  of  the  many  worthy  and  well-deserving  things 
which  it  might  he ,  and  which  it  embraces,  in  fact,  in  its  ample 
and  manifold  activity.  It  is  not  an  alms-agent,  though  one 
of  its  functions  is  to  give  alms.  It  is  not  an  institute  of 
instruction,  though,  if  you  know  any  thing  of  the  hundreds 
of  pupils  which  its  evening  schools  (interfering  not  in  the 
least  with  all  its  spiritual  methods,  but  enlarging  them 
rather)  snatch  every  winter  from  the  old  ignorance  they 
have  imported,  or  the  native  stupidity  they  have  inherited, 
you  will  certainly  acknowledge  that  it  is  incidentally  one 
of  the  most  efficient  of  educators.  It  is  not  a  moral  league, 
though  very  few  independent  associations,  acting  under 
mere  secular  control,  can  accomplish  for  moral  reformation 
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so  much  as  it  accomplishes,  with  its  church  sanctions  and 
its  sabbath  worship.  It  is  not  a  temperance  society,  nor  an 
employment  society,  nor  a  savings’  bank,  nor  a  mutual 
insurance  company ;  yet  it  fosters  temperance,  and  every 
year  regenerates  the  drunken ;  it  vastly  helps  worthy  men 
to  be  employed,  and  drives  idlers  to  work  ;  it  saves  the  earn¬ 
ings  of  self-respecting  industry;  it  insures  the  man,  the 
family,  property,  character,  and  all,  against  more  kinds  of 
fire  than  one.  It  is  not  a  sailor’s  refuge ;  yet  it  stretches 
out  its  invisible  arm  wherever  a  Boston  ship  floats,  and 
sends  up  its  prayers  for  the  cabin-boy  whose  mother  brought 
him  for  baptism  to  the  chapel-basin.  It  is  not  a  policy ; 
yet  it  involves  the  highest  and  shrewdest  policy  for  which 
any  Municipal  Government  or  State  Legislature  could  pos¬ 
sibly  tax  its  citizens,  —  the  prevention  of  disorder.  It  is  a 
ministry.  Its  ordination  is  by  the  unction  of  the  Holy  One. 
Its  one  pre-eminent,  specific,  and  all-subduing  aim  is  the 
regeneration  and  salvation  of  hearts.  Its  errand  is  to  souls, 
to  character,  to  the  inward  life.  Its  credentials  are  from 
Bethlehem  and  Calvary.  Its  weapons  are  not  carnal,  but 
spiritual.  Its  function  is  to  renew,  or  rather  to  perpetuate, 
in  the  waste  places  of  society,  where  barbarism  jostles 
most  rudely  against  Christendom,  the  Mediator’s  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  It  has  the  normal  function  of  the  church.  The  ideas 
it  plants  and  expounds  are  church-ideas,  —  God,  Christ, 
Faith,  Forgiveness,  Duty,  Immortality,  Accountability.  The 
charter  that  guaranties  its  privileges  is  the  Saviour’s  own 
saying,  “  Wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my  Father’s 
business  ?  ” 

Other  causes,  seeking  other  and  auxiliary  objects,  are 
operating  all  about  us.  The  diversities  of  administration 
with  the  same  spirit  are  the  separate  splendors  in  the  bal¬ 
anced  and  concentric  system  of  our  public  charity.  The 
liberality  of  good  men,  by  gifts  and  testaments,  is  ever 
enriching  them.  They  are  constantly  working  together  into 
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a  more  perfect  harmony.  Provident  Association,  Home 
for  the  Destitute,  Needlewoman’s  Friend  Society,  Retreat 
for  Aged  Females,  Seamen’s  Aid  Society,  with  hospitals, 
asylums,  and  a  full  cluster  of  kindred  agencies  of  charity, 
all  are  coming  more  and  more  to  adjust  themselves  into 
a  symmetrical  action  for  fulfilling  the  proper  work  of  a 
Christian  city.  They  all  sustain  natural  relations  to  this 
Fraternity.  They  are  the  more  useful  for  it,  and  it  is  the 
more  efficient  for  them.  There  can  be  no  collision  and  no 
jealousy.  Whatever  makes  for  human  welfare  among  us 
is  the  fellow-helper  of  the  Fraternity.  But  none  the  less 
is  this  to  be  kept  from  being  confounded  with  them.  For  it 
contemplates  a  deeper  renewal  and  a  more  lasting  charity 
than  any  of  them,  inasmuch  as  the  soul’s  life  is  deeper  than 
the  life  of  the  body,  and  the  love  of  Christ  is  stronger  than 
any  other  love,  passing  knowledge,  overmastering  princi¬ 
palities  and  powers. 

The  question  has  sometimes  been  raised,  as  if  it  in¬ 
volved  a  perplexity,  how  far  the  Fraternity  proposes,  or 
ought  to  propose,  a  mere  economical  or  secular  advantage 
for  its  beneficiaries,  and  how  far  it  ought  to  busy  itself  with 
offices  purely  religious.  The  answer  seems  to  be  quite 
simple.  The  Ministry  at  Large  behaves  itself  in  this  re¬ 
gard  exactly  as  Christianity  itself  behaves.  Primarily,  its 
purpose  is  the  conversion  of  souls.  It  goes  forth,  not  with 
a  message  of  culture  chiefly,  but  with  a  message  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  Its  other  operations  are  subordinate  and  accessory ; 
its  appeal  for  faith  and  holiness  is  primary  and  absolute. 
It  may  be  eleemosynary  and  educatory  and  reformative ;  it 
must  be  converting  and  sanctifying.  It  preaches ;  and  its 
preaching  is  no  u  Gospel  of  to-day,”  no  chapter  from  natural 
history,  no  quotation  from  the  scientific  schools,  no  essay 
on  manhood,  no  ethical  disquisition,  using  the  Bible  as  a 
convenient  fund  of  literary  embellishment ;  but  the  clear 
and  noble  and  awakening  call  of  apostles,  —  a  reality,  a 
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power,  a  life,  a  revelation ;  it  is  “  righteousness,  temperance, 
and  judgment  to  come;”  it  is  rather  “Christ  and  him 
crucified,”  “  Christ  and  the  resurrection,”  “  Christ  the  power 
of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God,”  Christ  the  living  Friend 
of  the  believer,  and  the  present  “  Head  over  all  things  to 
his  church,”  Christ  “  the  only  name  under  heaven  given 
among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved.” 

This  view  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  if  it  be  correct, 
settles  the  question  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  chapels.  Not, 
perhaps,  in  the  same  relative  proportion,  but  just  as  really, 
the  chapels  are  essential  to  the  complete  working  of  this 
Ministry,  as  the  meeting-house  is  essential  to  the  parish. 
It  is  the  Home  of  social  worship,  the  symbol  of  God’s 
presence  and  providence,  the  communion  chamber  of  one¬ 
ness  with  Christ.  The  true  purpose  of  a  Minister  at  Large, 
with  any  family  or  individual,  is  never  quite  accomplished 

till  he  has  brought  that  family  or  individual  into  a  church ; 
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and,  since  our  other  churches  cannot  serve  for  that  use,  he 
must  have  a  church  or  chapel  of  his  own. 

It  certainly  settles  the  question  as  to  the  needed  ability 
and  intellectual  furnishing  of  a  portion  at  least  of  these 
ministers.  Appointed  to  move  the  heart,  they  must  know 
the  obstacles  often  thrown  before  the  heart’s  door  by  a 
sceptical  understanding.  They  must  have  a  theological 
training,  and  discrimination.  For,  in  this  day,  this  Ministry 
has  to  be  pursued  in  a  reading  and  thinking  populace. 
The  very  class  it  acts  upon  both  reads  and  thinks.  It  is  a 
class,  indeed,  given  especially,  and  for  obvious  reasons,  to 
those  speculations  that  affect  the  very  foundations  of  so¬ 
ciety, —  the  laws  of  labor,  capital  and  wages,  the  sanctions 
of  marriage,  individual  rights,  and  the  authority  of  reve¬ 
lation.  There  seethe  the  poisonous  ingredients  of  civil 
rebellion.  The  missionary  has  questions  to  encounter  that 
strike  deep  into  philosophy,  government,  reason,  and  faith. 
Whoever  imagines  there  are  no  subtle  reasoners,  no  saga- 
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cions  and  far-reaching  minds,  no  teeming  and  speculative 
brains,  in  those  districts  of  a  city  that  a  Minister  at  Large 
frequents,  cannot  have  been  there  himself.  And  so  some 
of  these  servants,  if  they  will  honor  the  Master,  must  carry 
the  logician’s  lance,  as  well  as  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and 
be  wise  as  serpents  while  they  are  harmless  as  doves. 

And  then,  in  other  offices  of  this  ministry,  talents  are 
needed,  not  often  combined,  and  which,  if  they  are  to  be 
employed  here,  must  be  paid  for.  Few  of  us  have  any 
adequate  notion,  probably,  of  the  extent  to  which  the  deal¬ 
ing  with  poverty  is  a  science  in  itself,  needing  study  as 
much  as  any  branch  of  political  economy ;  how  many  ten¬ 
tative  methods  and  patient  experiments  are  needful  for  the 
best  result.  Few  of  us  imagine  how  many  times  one 
dollar  may  be  turned  over  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these 
ministers,  yielding  a  blessing  every  time  it  turns.  Fewer 
still,  I  am  afraid,  consider  or  feel  how  some  of  these  doers 
of  good  are  abridged  and  hampered  continually  for  the 
want  of  some  moderate  overflowings  from  our  rich  men’s 
tables. 

But,  my  friends,  I  must  not  ask  you  to  follow  me  farther 
to-night  into  a  survey  of  this  animating  and  inspiring  field 
of  Christian  philanthropy.  It  is  under  our  own  feet.  To 
occupy  it  is  our  providential  privilege  and  our  personal 
honor.  It  only  remains  that  we  turn  from  the  broad  glance 
at  the  work  to  our  individual  duties  and  obligations  in  its 
behalf. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  missionary  enterprise  that  we  can 
afford  to  endow  out  of  our  purses  and  our  hearts,  —  that 
•  we  can  not  afford  to  let  languish.  The  Ministry  at  Large 
has  done  more  for  the  churches  than  the  churches  have  ever 
done  for  the  Ministry  at  Large.  Without  it,  in  default  of 
other  missionary  activity,  I  do  not  see  what  should  have 
saved  our  Boston  Unitarianism  from  dying  of  sedentary 

dyspepsia.  Not  to  compare  it  with  other  forms  of  missions, 
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it  is  enough  for  a  practical  decision  that  it  is  ours,  a  fact 
existing.  It  is  not  an  importation,  nor  an  affectation,  nor 
an  imitation,  spasmodically  born  because  we  must  do 
something.  It  is  a  growth  out  of  us,  indigenous  to  our 
soil.  We  are  familiar  with  all  its  habits  and  temper  from 
childhood.  Its  father  and  mother  we  know;  for  they  are 
Wisdom  and  Love.  Every  citizen  may  understand  its 
nature  through  and  through,  and  see  quite  round  its  simple 
methods.  Its  entire  management  is  amenable  to  our 
annual  ballot.  If  any  thing  there  is  not  after  our  judgment, 
it  all  lies  in  the  very  palm  of  our  hand,  and  we  can  re¬ 
fashion  it  as  we  will.  What  better  thing  can  we  do,  what 
can  we  do  less,  than  to  crowd  life  into  it,  crowd  money  into 
its  treasury,  missionaries  into  its  service,  courage  and  con¬ 
fidence  into  their  hearts,  till  a  pattern  is  given  to  America, 
here  in  the  centre  of  New  England,  of  a  city  complete  and 
consecrate  ?  New  York  is  already  in  the  field,  a  generous 
competitor  for  these  Christian  honors.  Shall  not  Boston, 
with  its  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls,  its  two  hundred 
millions  of  taxable  property,  its  ten  millions  of  annually 
exported  value,  and  grasping  the  termini  of  four  thousand 
miles  of  railway,  —  shall  it  not  be  proportionately  prosper¬ 
ous  in  its  moral  ministry,  a  city  purged  and  redeemed,  a 
city  that  is  a  church,  a  city  of  God  ? 

The  Central  Board  have  formed  enlarged  plans  for  the 
coming  year,  —  plans  imperatively  demanded  by  the  growth 
of  our  metropolis.  Whether  these  plans  are  to  be  executed 
or  to  be  crippled,  is  the  question  your  liberality  is  to  decide. 
It  cannot  be  a  question  open  long.  One  of  the  foremost 
wants  is  that  of  a  mission-house,  —  a  shelter,  a  resort,  a 
home,  for  the  temporary  objects  of  the  benefaction.  Who 
is  the  wise  steward  that  will  invest  a  quarter  of  a  good 
Boston  fortune  in  that  unquestionable  stock? 

All  that  is  asked  of  you  is  that  you  secure  what  has 
been  done,  and  that  you  extend,  b*y  the  clear  law  of  Chris- 
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tian  progress,  the  achievements  of  the  future.  Let  the  year 
answer  to  the  generous  plans  of  the  government,  bringing 
new  laborers  where  the  white  harvest  waves  its  invitation. 
Let  the  practical  question  never  be,  How  much  money  can 
these  affluent  churches  possibly  raise?  but,  How  many 
competent  and  willing  missionaries  can  be  found  to  work  ? 
Let  the  treasury  wait  for  the  opportunity,  and  never  the 
opportunity  for  the  treasury.  What  a  great  interpreter  of 
human  feeling  represents  as  said  once,  by  suffering,  in  the 
solitudes  of  a  u  desert  inaccessible,”  the  managers  of  this 
sacred  trust  may  say,  in  the  thronging  life,  and  pain,  and 
sorrow,  and  depravity,  of  our  crow'ded  population :  — 

“  If  ever  you  have  looked  on  better  days ; 

If  ever  been  "where  bells  have  knotted  to  church ; 

If  ever  sat  at  any  good  man’s  feast ; 

If  ever  from  your  eyelids  wiped  a  tear, 

And  know  what  ’tis  to  pity,  and  be  pitied ; 

Let  gentleness  our  strong  enforcement  be.” 

Christian  brethren,  by  missionary  sacrifice  and  by  con¬ 
sistent  lives,  Christ’s  church  is  vet  to  be  made  co-extensive 
with  humanity.  God  has  promised.  Society,  to  its  lowest 
depths  and  its  most  neglected  borders,  is  to  be  sanctified 
through  honest  workers  out  of  a  sincere  faith,  and  through 
prayers  that  ascend  to  God  by  his  interceding  Son.  The 
“  churches  ”  will  have  life  from  their  Head.  They  will 
be  a  cordial  “  Fraternity.”  Their  perpetual  breath  will  be 
a  “  Ministry ;  ”  and  it  will  be  a  Ministry  “  at  Large,”  in 
a  sense  which  our  present  limitations  will  allow  us  only 
faintly  to  imagine.  Then  shall  the  church  appear  “  the 
bride  of  Christ,”  clothed  in  victory.  It  shall  be  sabbath. 
“  The  light  of  the  moon  shall  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun, 
and  the  light  of  the  sun  shall  be  sevenfold,  in  the  day  that 
the  Lord  bindeth  up  his  broken  people,  and  healeth  their 
wound.”  Shall  we  be  helpers  to  that  glorious  consumma¬ 
tion,  or  sluggards  standing  idle  in  the  vineyard  till  judgment 
casts  us  out? 


